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Ney Rosauro

Suite Brazil 500

for Solo Percussion and Orchestra

This work was written in the year 2000 to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the
discovery of Brazil.

The work was originally scored in 12 movements but in this version only
7 movements are used.

If we assign a letter of the alphabet for each musical note, considering the note C
as the letter A, the note C# as the letter B, and so on, the word “Brasil” (in Portuguese)
will be: C-sharp, F, C, F-sharp, G-sharp and B, which forms a chord of C-sharp
suspended with seventh. This chord and arpeggio (which musically means “Brasil”)
serves as thematic material for the introduction, and constantly reappears throughout
the entire composition.

The 7 episodes are:

1) Europe, Motherland: After an introduction, the first theme will be presented
just by the flute and harp, suggesting a tradition from the ancient Iberian Peninsula,
where the Portuguese departed to discover Brazil in the year 1500.

2) The Voyage of the Discovery: This episode expresses with crescent tension
the voyage of the discovery from the monotony of the endless trip, the uncertainties,
and the infinity of the sea, and finishes with the glory of the discovery of a new world.

3) The Land: represents a sonorous environment of the untouched rain forests of
native Brazil, its beautiful beaches and birds and the melodies that arise from the
continental immensity of this new land.

4) The Indians: The frenetic rhythm of the drums depicts the native inhabitants,
who according to their tribes could be friendly hosts or terrible headhunters and
cannibals. The sound of cannons and gunshots fired by the white men will be heard at
the end of the movement representing the killing and oppression of the Indians.

5) The First Villages and the Independence: The sound of church bells evokes
the first villages settled by the Portuguese. A modified theme from the Brazilian
Independence Hymn is used as the bridge to the next movement.

6) The Brazilian People: The diversity of Brazilians is represented by the
berimbau and the flutes playing a rhythm of “Afoché”, a dance from the state of Bahia.
The atmosphere reflects the poverty of the people of Northeastern Brazil but
nevertheless their happy cultural traditions.

7) Finale: Following some variations of the Brazilian National Anthem, a Baido
full of life finishes this suite. During this movement, in addition to the principal
melody, other classic themes of Brazilian music like “O Guarani” by Carlos Gomes, and
the Prelude of the “Bachiana # 4” by Heitor Villa Lobos are used.

The soloist plays: marimba (5 octaves), 4 tom-toms, 1 suspended cymbal, tubular
bell, seeds, shakers, bird whistles, plastic tube, cup gong, berimbau, caxixi, and
repinique.
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1) EUROPE, MOTHESLAND
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2) THE VOYAGE OF THE OISCOVERY
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